CAWES Forum Meeting, South Wales region

30th September 2009 at the Glyn Clydach Hotel, Neath

Present

Leyshon Miles – Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council

Jessica Morgan – Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council 

John Jones – Cardiff Council

Steve Gray – Cardiff Council

Heather Morris – Cardiff Council

Luanne Bishop – Cardiff Council

Joel Guest – Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council

Emma Webber – Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council

Dale Danter – Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council ( Secretary )

Bethan Price – Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council

Danny Thomas – Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council ( Chair )

Rhian Evans – Bridgend County Borough Council

Jeff Davies – Bridgend County Borough Council

Paul Jones – City and Council of Swansea

Lucie Bray – City and Council of Swansea

Fiona Leadbitter – Welsh Assembly Government

Siobhan Mullan – University of Bristol

Tony Evans  – World Horse Welfare

Amanda Hull – National Ferret Welfare Society & Folland Ferret Welfare

Stephen Hull – National Ferret Welfare Society & Folland Ferret Welfare

Sian Edwards – Dogs Trust

Sarah Marsh – Greyhound Rescue Wales

Catherine Smith – Cats Protection

Tracy Genever – The Blue Cross

Apologies

Pauline Baines - Anti-Docking Alliance 

Lionel Ford – Donkey Sanctuary

Keith Davenport – Ornamental Aquatic Trade Association 

Lisa Jarvis – LANTRA

Nicolas de Brauwere – Redwings

Elaine Spence – RSPCA

Bethany Lloyd – Vale of Glamorgan CBC

Liz Davies – Great Dane Care

Phil Jones – World Horse Welfare

Alan Thomas – Greyhound Rescue Wales

Accuracy

Minutes agreed and correct.

Agenda Items 

1) Matters Arising
PJ mentioned in last meeting that it would be a good idea to discuss  activities of other fora. Noted that all minutes are available on the AWNW website. Alison Hughes of Torfaen Council currently developing publishing events on AWNW website in form of calendar.

2) CAWES Review Meeting 23rd September 2009

DD gave briefing on the Review meeting , including :

Baseline analysis raised some inconsistency issues as some definitions had no legal definition eg collectors.

Overview of special projects and their value in sharing information and informing legislation.

Denbighshire gave presentation on lessons learned in recent case involving horse welfare 

Merthyr gave presentation on lessons learned in recent case of illegal dog breeding 

Carmarthenshire Council gave briefing on AWA sessions for under 7`s.

DD gave presentation on AWA lesson devised for years 7,8 and 9

Specialist Reptile vet Lance Jepson gave talk on standards of reptile care in the Retail Sector.

3) Special Projects – Internet Trading Update
DD gave overview of the project and how it has identified breeders who require licensing. The project is currently working on a code of practice for internet trading of companion animals.

 4) Special Projects – Cat Breeding Project

JG gave a presentation on Merthyr Tydfil cat breeding project which looks at newspapers, websites etc and identifies breeders and sends details to the local authorities concerned for CAWES action. Also investigating supply of cats to petshops . Lots of breeders being identified, no breeding legislation so only offences under CPR or AWA. Possible problem with claims of pedigree when the cats are not.

5) Special Projects – University of Bristol Mustang Project Update 

Siobhan Mullan gave update on work done for Mustang Project on assessing vulnerable horse population, including assessing poor and good welfare practices, checking compliance with codes of practice, questionnaires to owners and observing horses behaviour and environment.Data being collected across seasons to give a truer picture of year-round problems. Final report due May 2010 . Possible outcomes include the correct identification of welfare issues, linking with codes of practice and increased confidence for enforcing officers when undertaking welfare assessments. Informs policy on subjects like tethering and educates horse-owners alike.

6) WAG Update

Fiona Leadbitter gave overview of WAG`s reaction to the baseline data given by LA`s. Concern about individual interpretation of defined categories to be addressed. More reptiles than previously thought although dogs and horses still biggest problem. Positive comments regarding CAWES from English colleagues eager to follow suit. Positive feedback from education activities undertaken so far. Agreed that DVD on five freedoms may be a good idea although cost implication. Rabbit Codes of Practice to be launched at CAWES conference on 11th November.

7) Third Sector Update

None received

8) Any other business

FL discussed a need to coordinate chairs meetings throughout year and to avoid regional forum meetings clashing . DD to arrange with other forum chairs. Noted that all minutes were published on AWNW website for perusal. 

LM suggested more onus of responsibility and interaction from the Third sector will be key to the success of the fora . 

9) Date of next Meeting
To be announced on AWNW website. Probably be March 2010.

