Gwent Cawes Forum
Notes of Meeting 30th September 2009 at The Power Station, Blenheim Road, St. Dials, Cwmbran

Attendees

Karen Morgan


Caerphilly County Borough Council (Secretary)

Cllr. John Williams


Gwent Police Authority

Sarah Price



Torfaen/Monmouthshire County Borough Council

Tracey Bowen-Quirk

Heddlu Gwent Police

Val Allen



Horse & Pony Rescue Society

Jacqui Hodges


Horse & Pony Rescue Society

Philip Jones



World Horse Welfare

Lizzie Ellis



Donkey Sanctuary

Graham Smith


Veterinary Services

Charlotte Davies


Newport City Council

Lindsay Horth


Newport City Council

Sharon Sullivan


Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

John Colliver



Socelex

H. John Allen



Socelex

Alasdair MacGregor


SWHP

Sian Jennifer Smith


Welsh Assembly Government

Janette Cooper


Welsh Assembly Government

Alison Hughes


Torfaen County Borough Council (Chair)

Nicolas De Brauwere

Redwings

Fiona Leadbitter


Welsh Assembly Government

Apologies

Welsh Homing Pigeon Union, Donkey Breed Society, BHS Wales, Kennel Club, All Creatures Great and Small, Feline Advisory Bureau, Greyhound Rescue Wales.

	
	
	Action

	
	Welcome and Introductions

Alison Hughes welcomed everyone to the meeting following which there was a round robin of introductions.


	

	
	Notes of the Previous Meeting

Agreed.


	

	
	Matters Arising

· Local Authority enforcement perspective – Karen Morgan confirmed that a court warrant is needed for Section 9 offences (AWA).  This was regarded by many as a shortcoming and asked whether it could be highlighted as such to WAG.  Frustration with the court process was also expressed e.g. time taken to get to court, costs not being awarded.

· Code of Conduct/Terms of Reference/Memorandum of Understanding – to be discussed at workshops.
	

	
	Update from other meetings

· WAG has produced guidelines on the organisation of CAWES meetings.

· Officers’ meeting with WAG took place last week during which there were discussions on the completion of baseline returns with a view to uniforming across all LA’s.


	

	
	Update from Janette Cooper (WAG)

· WAG to publish data on number of operators in Wales as at        31.03.09.

· WAG to provide information on definitions of premises, e.g.  

animal collector, livery yard.

· Findings from last year’s returns:

· Having a licence does not guarantee good standards of animal welfare and vice versa

· Large number of equines living in unsuitable conditions

· Majority of non-compliances dealt with and resolved quickly

· Baseline data will be reviewed with a view to driving the direction of policy and legislation.

· The question was asked as to whether third sector organisations have been asked to submit information towards the return.  If organisations have passed on a complaint to an LA it will be included in the return.  Conversely complaints not passed on are not included.

· Discussion ensued about the possibility of LA’s recording all complaints received with a view to ensuring that resources are used effectively and that all complaints are fed into the WAG return.  Alison Hughes to consider the feasibility of a ‘central register’ for the Greater Gwent area.


	AH

	
	MBA Questionnaire

Alison Hughes gave an outline of a number of key points that arose from said questionnaire.

Advantages of Partnership Working

· Exchange of information.

· More effective and flexible working.

· Delivery of strong messages due to all groups saying the same thing.

Disadvantages of Partnership Working

· Attending meetings costs money and time.

· Fear of change and the unknown.

· Takes time to trust each other.

Advantages of Cawes

· Communication – networking, dissemination of information and knowledge.

· Shared resources.

Recommendations

· Forum Chairs to ensure conformity, consistency and identify best practice.

· Forum meeting calendar to be set up.

· Forum Chairs to attend AWMW board meetings for certain agenda items.
	

	
	· Information/training session to be delivered to third sector organisations on the prosecution process.  The WHOTS Animal Health & Welfare Panel are to provide such training and information will be put on AWNW website in due course.


	

	
	Code of Conduct/Memorandum of Understanding/Terms of Reference
To be considered in workshops.


	

	
	Questions Through the Chair

Then Anti-Docking Alliance raised a number of issues, which would be fed into the workshop.


	

	
	Update on Future Meetings 

· WAG Cawes Conference in November.  Invitations will be issued to LA’s, major charities and each forum will be asked to nominate two charities.

· AWNW AGM (AH to attend).

· National Dog Wardens Conference (AH to attend).

· It was agreed that the Gwent Cawes Forum would keep to meeting four times a year.


	

	
	Workshops

Produced as a separate document.
	

	
	
	

	
	Any Other Business

· National Equine Welfare Council can provide contact details of organisations that can help with welfare cases.  See website for further information.

· Emergency Services protocol lays down protocol for road traffic accidents.

· Discussion on the apparent reduction in equine vets and the reluctance of vets to appear in court.  Donkey Sanctuary uses a vet from outside of the area to prevent any conflict/local comeback.  Within the veterinary profession there is much discussion, which undoubtedly deters some vets from getting involved where prosecution is a possibility.  Veterinary guidance states that the vet should appear as an expert witness for the court, not for the prosecution or defence.

· Reptiles and tortoises are increasingly being kept as pets.  There is a fear that welfare problems will be increased given the specialist husbandry needed.


	

	
	Meeting closed at 3:30p.m.


	

	
	
	

	
	
	


